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Abstract—This study aims to find out the perceptions of school 
students about environmental issues and how the perceptions on 
environmental protection can be enhanced through documentary 
films. In the present study, it was observed that more than 85% 
students revealed that they can better understand and communicate 
environment related matter via documentary films in comparison to 
other sources. The results of the present study revealed that the use of 
environmental documentary films have potential to foster 
environmental awareness among school students. 
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Introduction 

Global warming, depletion of natural resources, deforestation, 
biodiversity loss, climate change and environmental pollution 
are deteriorating soil, air and water quality. Scientists from all 
over the world reported that environmental issues have serious 
consequences on human health (Kunzli et al. 2000; Jarupand 
Akesson, 2009). Researches have shown that large number of 
population are unaware about the seriousness of the 
environmental problems and their adverse impact on earth 
(Erdogan and Tosun 2009; Chun, Hwang and Byun 2012; 
Shivakumar 2012). For the sustainable development of nation, 
environmental issues should be taken into consideration. 
Scientists revealed that current environmental issues can be 
resolved if people’s environmental awareness is raised 
(Yarkandi and Yarkandi, 2012; Aminrad et al. 2013). 
Environmental education is one of the best ways for 
promoting the concept of sustainable development. It is not 
only to provide knowledge about the environment but also 
development of awareness, attitude and skills to solve the 
problems. 

Different media tools like radio, television and newspaper are 
spreading awareness related to environmental issues among 
the people at the faster rate than personal contact. Several 
studies have revealed the positive effect of documentary film 
on learning process (Owes, 1987). Documentary films play a 

significant role in science communication and can enhance the 
process of cultivation of scientific temper among masses. 
Documentary films represent potential avenue for influencing 
people’s knowledge and understanding and it acts as a vehicle 
for bringing environmental issues to people’s attention and 
motivate viewers to action. Due to the visual, audial and 
narrative experiences, documentaries show a great potential to 
reach and influence a wide range of stakeholders in society. 
Documentary films have been studied extensively as a source 
of entertainment but the study of film as an agent of social 
change is still in its infancy. Researchers have reported the 
pedagogical benefits of documentary films as they facilitate 
thinking and problem solving approach, increase motivation 
and assist students to achieve mastery learning(Mayer and 
Gallini, 1990).  

However, documentary films have not been incorporated as a 
primary instructional medium in school curriculum. The 
environmental education programme through schools can 
potentially reach a wider audience than the student population 
through the process of inter-generational influence (Ozkan 
2013; Koruoglu, Ugulu, and Yorek 2015). In order to provide 
environmental education to each and every student, several 
initiatives have been taken by the government in termsof 
establishing eco-clubs in schools by which students are 
involved in various activities instead ofjust learning the 
concepts theoretically. Due to the certain limitations these 
activities/toolscan not be applied under different conditions. 
To the best of our knowledge, no study has been conducted till 
date where documentaries are incorporated as primary 
instructional medium to generate desired learning outcomes 
among the school students. The objective of the present study 
was to compare the level of understanding of the school 
students before and after viewing the documentary film on 
environmental issues. These efforts can make coming 
generations more sensitized and encourage them to find 
innovative solutions and methods for the way ahead in order 
to protect environment. 
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CONCLUSION 

Documentary film can directly and indirectly produce positive 
changes among the students. The role of documentary film in 
science communication is very crucial to bridge the gap 
between science and society. Environmental awareness 
through the documentary films is the stepping stone towards 
environment protection. Hence, more documentary films 
should be produced on success stories of eco-friendly 
technologies and environment related issues for sustainable 
development. 
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